


 America,  today is known as super power and also 

called  ‘United States of America’ was discovered in 

the last decade of the 15th century by an Englishman 

John Cabot. After the discovery, attempt was made to 

establish colonies in the New world(America)and the 

first colony was established by the Britishers in 1607 

which was named as James Town. After this, the 

process of establishing colonies continued and by 

1732,13 colonies had been established. 



 America, is almost completely, a land of immigrants. Except for a few Red Indians, 
all other people came from different countries of Europe like England, Germany, 
Scandinavian countries, Ireland, France, Switzerland, Italy, Portugal, Holland and 
later on from Asia, Africa and Australia etc and settled there. Therefore, America is 
also known as ‘Nation of Nations’. 

      IMPORTA NCE OF THE STUDY OF THE AMERICAN GOVERNMENT 
AND POLITICS 

The study of American Government and Politics has special significance for every 
student of comparative Government and Politics because- 

(i) American Constitution is the oldest written constitution of the world. 

(ii) It is briefest constitution 

(iii) It is most rigid constitution of the world 

(iv) The highest law of the land 

(v) America is the ‘oldest Modern Federal State of the world 

(vi) First constitution , based on the theory of separation of powers. 

(vii) America is the First and successful Presidential Government in the world 

(viii) It is the first country in the world to include rights in written form in the 
constitution. 
 



                 1. THE COLONIAL RULE 

 (i) ROYAL COLONIES:-Its administration was carried on by a 
Governor. Some colonies are:-New Hampdhire , New York, New Jersy 
and Georgia. 

 (ii) PROPRIETAR COLONIES:-Some private individuals and 
companies of England had proprietary right over these colonies. 
Example –Pennsylvania, Delaware and Maryland. 

 (iii)CHARTER COLONIES:-Some Freemen of America had 
proprietorship of these colonies.          

                   2.DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE, 

                                   JULY 4, 1776     

 FIRST CONTINENTAL CONGRESS,1774:-  To discuss the miserable 
plight of the colonies, o n the suggestion of the natives of Virginia, a 
meeting of the representatives of the  colonies  was  convened at 
Philadelphia on November 5, 1774 which is called the ‘First 
Continental Congress’. 



The second  of the congress was held at Philadelia on 10th May, 
1775 in which George Washington was appointed the 
commander-in-chief of the army of the colonies. 

       THIRD CONTINENTAL CONGRESS,1775      

 A formal declaration about American Independence was made 
July 4,1776 at the meeting of third Continental Congress. This 
declaration of Independence is called the ‘British Certificate of 
American Nation’ and its main points were-(i) All colonies are 
independent and they ought to get the status of independent 
states. (ii) Colonies cannot be forced to manifest loyalty to the 
British King. (iii) All the political relations between colonies and 
the Britishers are being dissolved. (iv) Being Independent states , 
all the colonies make declaration of war  (v) Colonies have the 
full right to establish friendly relations and to conclude treaties 
with other countries. 

 



  sometimes, the Continental Congress continued to 

function as the highest body of different colonies. 

However, it had no constitutional basis. On the other 

hand,, the need for a strong central government was felt 

to wage war of Independence vigorously. For this 

purpose, a committee was set up by congress on June 

12, 1776 which included one representative from every 

colony. This committee was charged with the 

establishment of a Confederation. 



 1. Sovereignty was retained by the States 
 2. Absence of the Separation of Powers 
 3.Provision of Uni-cameral Legislative 
 4. Limited powers of the central Authority 
 5. Executive Powers were to be used by a Committee of the 

congress 
          PURPOSE OF THE CONFEDERATION 

  These rights are bound in strong ties of mutual friendship so 
that they may defend themselves collectively and may 
prepare plans for common welfare. It is the highest duty of 
states to face the aggressors unitedly in case an enemy 
commits aggression on any one of them in the name of 
religion, sovereignty, trade or any other basis. 



 1.Every state which joined confederation was sovereign 
state and it could leave Confederation whenever it 
wanted. 

 2. Absence to enforce decisions of the  congress on the 
states. 

 3. There was no provision for separate executive and 
judiciary. 

 4.No power to impose and collect taxes from the states. 

 5. The decision of Congress for states just like 
recommendations only. 

. 



 PHILADELPHIA CONVENTION,1787:- This convention aimed at the 
establishment of a strong and stable federal government while at the same time 
giving maximum freedom to the states. 

 ASSEMBLY OF DEMI-GODS:-George Washington, Madison, Franklin, Wilson, 
Jefferson, John Dickinson and Hamilton. 

 CONVENTION’S DECISION TO FRAME A NEW CONSTITUTION:-This  
convention had been called to amend the old Articles of the Confederation. 

 CONNECTICUT OR FRANKLIN COMPROMISE- At last, the delegates of 
Connecticut State presented a formula which has been prepared by Franklin. It was 
a compromise formula which succeeded in removing deadlock between the two 
groups. 

 COMPLETION OF THE CONSTITUTION: The constitution was adopted on 
September, 15,1787 and signed by 39 delegates of 12 states. 

 RATIFICATION OF NEW CONSTITUTION:- To  enforce the constitution, 
ratification by Legislation of ¾ of the 13 states i.e. 9 states was essential. 

 ENFORCEMENT OF THE CONSTITUTION:- The new constitution of the 
United States of America was enforced on March4, 1789 and New York was made 
the provisional capital of the federation.  
 



 In 1789, there were only 13 states in the  American 

Federation, however, gradually, many states joined it 

and become a great nation. At present, the territory of 

America is 93 lakh sq. kilometer and it includes 50 

states. The territory of American expanded 

considerably in the 19th century. 
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